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1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including 
the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after 
final rejection. Since this application is eligible for continued 
examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's 
submission filed on 03/17/2009 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed on 02/18/2009 with respect to claims 1, 9, 
10, and 12-14 have been considered have been considered but are 
not persuasive. 

3. Please refer to the following office action, which clearly sets forth the 
reasons for non-persuasiveness. 

Regarding claims 1, 9, 10, and 12 - 14, Applicant argues that neither Enright et 
al. nor SAKURAI teach converting means for converting format of the sensing time 
information into text data. 

However, the examiner notes that in Paragraphs 0033 - 0034 and more 
specifically in paragraph 0009 SAKURAI teaches that date and time information is 
written (i.e. converted) into text of the e-mail. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

4. Regarding objections provided in the previous office action for claims 1 
and 3. Applicant has amended these claims to overcome the 
objections to these claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1-10 and 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. In claim 1 line 6 applicant claims "converting time 
information into a text data", in lines 8-9 applicant claims "transmitting 
means for transmitting, by electronic mail, the converted text data as a 
part of electronic mail text message" also in line 13 applicant claims 
"the converted text data are represented as a title of the electronic 
mail". The claim is ambiguous because timing information by its normal 
definition is different than a title. How could the timing information 
which converted into text data represent a title? Is the applicant 
considering timing information as a title? Clarification without 
introduction of new matter is required. Independent claims 9, 10, and 
12-14 recite similar limitations as claim 1 , hence claims 9, 1 0, and 1 2 
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- 14 are rejected under 35 USC 112, 2 nd paragraph for the same 
reasons as discussed in claim 1 above. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 1-10 and 12 - 14 (as best understood by the examiner in view 
of the 112 rejection above) are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Enright et al. (US patent No. 6,583,813) in 
view of SAKURAI (JP 2002165195). 



Regarding claim 1, Enright et al. teaches an image sensing apparatus 
comprising: setting means for setting a sensing condition (figure 22; set up sequences) 
along with sensing time information for an image sensing (time and sensing condition 
data is converted as shown in figures 67 - 68 and 72 and also discussed in column 36, 
lines 32 et seq.; figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type and capture time); sense means for 
sensing an image in accordance with the sensing condition along with the sensing time 
information set by said setting means (column 36, lines 32 et seq.; figures 62 - 72; 
trigger/event type and capture time); and wherein said setting means can set arbitrarily 
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at least one of a start time of image sensing to be executed at a predetermined timing, 
time intervals of the image sensing, a condition for determining whether or not the 
image sensing is performed when a signal is input from a sensor, a condition for 
determining whether or not the image sensing is performed when a sound level input 
from a microphone is equal to or higher than a predetermined level, and a condition for 
whether or not the image sensing is performed when an image sensing button is 
pressed (column 36, lines 32 et seq.; figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type and capture 
time). 

However, Enright et al. fails to teach converting means for converting format of 
the sensing time information into text data format for specifying the sensing time 
information with converted text data; and transmitting means for transmitting, by an 
electronic mail, the converted text data as a part of electronic mail text message when 
the image was sensed by said sense means, wherein the converted text data are 
separated from the sensed image, wherein said converting means edits the sensed 
image and the converted text data in such a way that the converted text data are 
represented at a subject field of the electronic mail so that the converted text data are 
represented as a title of the electronic mail. SAKURAI, on the other hand teaches 
converting means for converting format of the sensing time information into text data 
format for specifying the sensing time information with converted text data; and 
transmitting means for transmitting, by an electronic mail, the converted text data as a 
part of electronic mail text message when the image was sensed by said sense means, 
wherein the converted text data are separated from the sensed image, wherein said 
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converting means edits the sensed image and the converted text data in such a way 
that the converted text data are represented at a subject field of the electronic mail so 
that the converted text data are represented as a title of the electronic mail. 

More specifically, SAKURAI teaches converting means for converting format of 
the sensing time information into text data format for specifying the sensing time 
information with converted text data; and transmitting means for transmitting, by an 
electronic mail, the converted text data as a part of electronic mail text message when 
the image was sensed by said sense means, wherein the converted text data are 
separated from the sensed image, wherein said converting means edits the sensed 
image and the converted text data in such a way that the converted text data are 
represented at a subject field of the electronic mail so that the converted text data are 
represented as a title of the electronic mail (paragraphs 0009 and 0033 - 0034). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of SAKURAI with the 
teachings of Enright et al. because in column 0034 SAKURAI teaches that the contents 
of the e-mail are understood at a glance without actually viewing the image, and the 
image can be arrayed in a short time. 

Regarding claim 2, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, Enright et 
al. in further view of SAKURAI teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Additionally, Enright et al. discloses wherein said transmitting means transmits 
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electronic mail having information indicating the sensing condition added to a message 
portion (figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type). 

Regarding claim 3, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, Enright et 
al. in further view of SAKURAI teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. 

However, Enright et al. fails to teach wherein said transmitting means transmits 
electronic mail having information indicating the sensing condition added to the subject 
field. SAKURAI, on the other hand teaches wherein said transmitting means transmits 
electronic mail having information indicating the sensing condition added to the subject 
field. 

More specifically, SAKURAI teaches wherein said transmitting means transmits 
electronic mail having information indicating the sensing condition added to the subject 
field (paragraphs 0033 - 0034). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of SAKURAI with the 
teachings of Enright et al. because in column 0034 SAKURAI teaches that the contents 
of the e-mail are understood at a glance without actually viewing the image, and the 
image can be arrayed in a short time. 

Regarding claim 4, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, Enright et 
al. in further view of SAKURAI teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Additionally, Enright et al. discloses wherein said transmitting means transmits the 
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sensing condition together with the image sensed by said sense means (figures 61 - 72; 
trigger/event type). 

Regarding claim 5, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, Enright et 
al. in further view of SAKURAI teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Additionally, Enright et al. discloses wherein the sensing condition set by said setting 
means includes any one of a specific time (figure 72), a predetermined elapsed time 
(figure 56 and paragraph column 34 lines 19 et seq.), sensor detection by an external 
sensor (figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type), detection of a sound level higher than a 
predetermined level (column 39 lines 16 et seq.; sound detection from microphone 
detecting stress levels of the sound), and operation of a sensing button (column 40 lines 
27 - 39;panic button). 

Regarding claim 6, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, Enright et 
al. in further view of SAKURAI teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Additionally, Enright et al. discloses wherein said transmitting means can transmit 
image stored in an external memory (figure 10 and column 28 lines 51 et seq.; image 
from image server, this image also including image data), and also transmits, when 
transmitting image stored in the external memory, information indicating that the 
transmitted image is an image that has been stored in the external memory (figure 10 
and column 28 lines 51 et seq.; image from image server, this image also including 
image data). 
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Regarding claim 7, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, Enright et 
al. in further view of SAKURAI teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Additionally, Enright et al. discloses wherein the time information includes a time at 
which the image was sensed by said sense means (figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type 
and capture time; Also, in column 36 lines 39 - 41 Enright et al. mentions that the 
recipient of the email receives useful information of the occurrence of the machine from 
figures 62 - 72). 

Regarding claim 8, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, Enright et 
al. in further view of SAKURAI teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. 
Additionally, Enright et al. discloses further comprising transfer means for transferring 
the image sensed by said sense means to a server connected to a network (figure 10; 
image server, network), wherein said transmitting means transmits link address 
information for specifying the image transmitted to the server, together with the sensing 
condition (figures 62 - 72; image name which can be used as a link for the image and 
the trigger/event type included in the transfer of the image). 

Regarding claim 9, Enright et al. teaches an image sensing apparatus 
comprising: setting means for setting a sensing condition (figure 22; set up sequences) 
along with sensing time information for an image sensing (time and sensing condition 
data is converted as shown in figures 67 - 68 and 72 and also discussed in column 36, 
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lines 32 et sec?.; figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type and capture time); sense means for 
sensing an image in accordance with the sensing condition along with the sensing time 
information set by said setting means (column 36, lines 32 et sec?.; figures 62 - 72; 
trigger/event type and capture time); and wherein said setting means can set arbitrarily 
at least one of a start time of image sensing to be executed at a predetermined timing, 
time intervals of the image sensing, a condition for determining whether or not the 
image sensing is performed when a signal is input from a sensor, a condition for 
determining whether or not the image sensing is performed when a sound level input 
from a microphone is equal to or higher than a predetermined level, and a condition for 
whether or not the image sensing is performed when an image sensing button is 
pressed (column 36, lines 32 et seq.; figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type and capture 
time). 

However, Enright et al. fails to teach converting means for converting format of 
the sensing time information into text data format for specifying the sensing time 
information with converted text data; and transmitting means for transmitting, by an 
electronic mail, the converted text data as a part of electronic mail text message 
indicating a time at which the image was sensed by said sense means, wherein the 
converted text data are separated from the sensed image and wherein said converting 
means edits the sensed image sensed by said sense means and the converted text 
data in such a way that the converted text data are represented as a title of the 
electronic mail. SAKURAI, on the other hand teaches converting means for converting 
format of the sensing time information into text data format for specifying the sensing 
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time information with converted text data; and transmitting means for transmitting, by an 
electronic mail, the converted text data as a part of electronic mail text message 
indicating a time at which the image was sensed by said sense means, wherein the 
converted text data are separated from the sensed image and wherein said converting 
means edits the sensed image sensed by said sense means and the converted text 
data in such a way that the converted text data are represented as a title of the 
electronic mail. 

More specifically, SAKURAI teaches converting means for converting format of 
the sensing time information into text data format for specifying the sensing time 
information with converted text data; and transmitting means for transmitting, by an 
electronic mail, the converted text data as a part of electronic mail text message 
indicating a time at which the image was sensed by said sense means, wherein the 
converted text data are separated from the sensed image and wherein said converting 
means edits the sensed image sensed by said sense means and the converted text 
data in such a way that the converted text data are represented as a title of the 
electronic mail(paragraphs 0009 and 0033 - 0034). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of SAKURAI with the 
teachings of Enright et al. because in column 0034 SAKURAI teaches that the contents 
of the e-mail are understood at a glance without actually viewing the image, and the 
image can be arrayed in a short time. 



Application/Control Number: 10/649,966 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2622 

Regarding claim 10, Enright et al. teaches an image sensing apparatus 
comprising: setting means for setting a sensing condition (figure 22; set up sequences) 
along with sensing time information for an image sensing (time and sensing condition 
data is converted as shown in figures 67 - 68 and 72 and also discussed in column 36, 
lines 32 et seq.; figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type and capture time); sense means for 
sensing an image in accordance with the sensing condition along with the sensing time 
information set by said setting means (column 36, lines 32 et seq.; figures 62 - 72; 
trigger/event type and capture time); and wherein said setting means can set arbitrarily 
at least one of a start time of image sensing to be executed at a predetermined timing, 
time intervals of the image sensing, a condition for determining whether or not the 
image sensing is performed when a signal is input from a sensor, a condition for 
determining whether or not the image sensing is performed when a sound level input 
from a microphone is equal to or higher than a predetermined level, and a condition for 
whether or not the image sensing is performed when an image sensing button is 
pressed (column 36, lines 32 et seq.; figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type and capture 
time). 

However, Enright et al. fails to teach converting means for converting format of 
the sensing time information into text data format for specifying the sensing time 
information with converted text data; and electronic mail creating means for creating an 
electronic mail to which the converted text data are added as a part of electronic mail 
text message, wherein the converted text data are separated from the sensed image; 
and wherein said converting means edits the sensed image and the converted text data 
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of in such a way that the converted text data are represented as a title of the electronic 
mail. SAKURAI, on the other hand teaches converting means for converting format of 
the sensing time information into text data format for specifying the sensing time 
information with converted text data; and electronic mail creating means for creating an 
electronic mail to which the converted text data are added as a part of electronic mail 
text message, wherein the converted text data are separated from the sensed image; 
and wherein said converting means edits the sensed image and the converted text data 
of in such a way that the converted text data are represented as a title of the electronic 
mail. 

More specifically, SAKURAI teaches converting means for converting format of 
the sensing time information into text data format for specifying the sensing time 
information with converted text data; and electronic mail creating means for creating an 
electronic mail to which the converted text data are added as a part of electronic mail 
text message, wherein the converted text data are separated from the sensed image; 
and wherein said converting means edits the sensed image and the converted text data 
of in such a way that the converted text data are represented as a title of the electronic 
mail (paragraphs 0033 - 0034). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of SAKURAI with the 
teachings of Enright et al. because in column 0034 SAKURAI teaches that the contents 
of the e-mail are understood at a glance without actually viewing the image, and the 
image can be arrayed in a short time. 



Application/Control Number: 10/649,966 
Art Unit: 2622 



Page 14 



Regarding claim 12, Enright et al. teaches a control method for an image 
sensing apparatus comprising: a storing step of storing a sensing condition (figure 61; 
filter conditions/alarms) along with sensing time information for an image sensing (time 
and sensing condition data is converted as shown in figures 67 - 68 and 72 and also 
discussed in column 36, lines 32 et seq.; figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type and capture 
time); a sensing step of sensing an image in accordance with the sensing condition 
along with the sensing time information stored at the storing step (column 36, lines 32 et 
seq.; figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type and capture time); and wherein said setting 
means can set arbitrarily at least one of a start time of image sensing to be executed at 
a predetermined timing, time intervals of the image sensing, a condition for determining 
whether or not the image sensing is performed when a signal is input from a sensor, a 
condition for determining whether or not the image sensing is performed when a sound 
level input from a microphone is equal to or higher than a predetermined level, and a 
condition for whether or not the image sensing is performed when an image sensing 
button is pressed (column 36, lines 32 et seq.; figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type and 
capture time). 

However, Enright et al. fails to teach a converting step of converting format of the 
sensing time information into text data format for specifying the sensing time 
information with converted text data; and a transmitting step of transmitting, by an 
electronic mail, the converted text data as a part of electronic mail text message when 
the image was sensed at the sensing step, wherein the converted text data are 



Application/Control Number: 10/649,966 Page 15 

Art Unit: 2622 

separated from the sensed image and wherein said converting step edits the sensed 
image and the converted text data in such a way that the converted text data are 
represented as a title of the electronic mail. SAKURAI, on the other hand teaches a 
converting step of converting format of the sensing time information into text data format 
for specifying the sensing time information with converted text data; and a transmitting 
step of transmitting, by an electronic mail, the converted text data as a part of electronic 
mail text message when the image was sensed at the sensing step, wherein the 
converted text data are separated from the sensed image and wherein said converting 
step edits the sensed image and the converted text data in such a way that the 
converted text data are represented as a title of the electronic mail. 

More specifically, SAKURAI teaches a converting step of converting format of the 
sensing time information into text data format for specifying the sensing time 
information with converted text data; and a transmitting step of transmitting, by an 
electronic mail, the converted text data as a part of electronic mail text message when 
the image was sensed at the sensing step, wherein the converted text data are 
separated from the sensed image and wherein said converting step edits the sensed 
image and the converted text data in such a way that the converted text data are 
represented as a title of the electronic mail (paragraphs 0033 - 0034). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of SAKURAI with the 
teachings of Enright et al. because in column 0034 SAKURAI teaches that the contents 
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of the e-mail are understood at a glance without actually viewing the image, and the 
image can be arrayed in a short time. 

Regarding claim 13, Enright et al. teaches a control method for an image 
sensing apparatus comprising: a storing step of storing a sensing condition (figure 61; 
filter conditions/alarms) along with sensing time information for an image sensing (time 
and sensing condition data is converted as shown in figures 67 - 68 and 72 and also 
discussed in column 36, lines 32 et seq.; figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type and capture 
time); a sensing step of sensing an image in accordance with the sensing condition 
along with the sensing time information stored at the storing step (column 36, lines 32 et 
seq.; figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type and capture time); and wherein said setting 
means can set arbitrarily at least one of a start time of image sensing to be executed at 
a predetermined timing, time intervals of the image sensing, a condition for determining 
whether or not the image sensing is performed when a signal is input from a sensor, a 
condition for determining whether or not the image sensing is performed when a sound 
level input from a microphone is equal to or higher than a predetermined level, and a 
condition for whether or not the image sensing is performed when an image sensing 
button is pressed (column 36, lines 32 et seq.; figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type and 
capture time). 

However, Enright et al. fails to teach a converting step of converting format of the 
sensing time information into text data format for specifying the sensing time information 
with converted text data; and a transmitting step of transmitting, by an electronic mail, 
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the converted text data as a part of electronic mail text message indicating a time at 
which the image was sensed at the sensing step, wherein the converted text data are 
separated from the sensed image; and wherein said converting step edits the sensed 
image and the converted text data in such a way that the converted text data are 
represented as a title of the electronic mail. SAKURAI, on the other hand teaches a 
converting step of converting format of the sensing time information into text data format 
for specifying the sensing time information with converted text data; and a transmitting 
step of transmitting, by an electronic mail, the converted text data as a part of electronic 
mail text message indicating a time at which the image was sensed at the sensing step, 
wherein the converted text data are separated from the sensed image; and wherein said 
converting step edits the sensed image and the converted text data in such a way that 
the converted text data are represented as a title of the electronic mail. 

More specifically, SAKURAI teaches a converting step of converting format of the 
sensing time information into text data format for specifying the sensing time information 
with converted text data; and a transmitting step of transmitting, by an electronic mail, 
the converted text data as a part of electronic mail text message indicating a time at 
which the image was sensed at the sensing step, wherein the converted text data are 
separated from the sensed image; and wherein said converting step edits the sensed 
image and the converted text data in such a way that the converted text data are 
represented as a title of the electronic mail (paragraphs 0033 - 0034). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of SAKURAI with the 
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teachings of Enright et al. because in column 0034 SAKURAI teaches that the contents 
of the e-mail are understood at a glance without actually viewing the image, and the 
image can be arrayed in a short time. 

Regarding claim 14, Enright et al. teaches control method for an image sensing 
apparatus comprising: a storing step of storing a sensing condition (figure 22; set up 
sequences) along with sensing time information for an image sensing (time and sensing 
condition data is converted as shown in figures 67 - 68 and 72 and also discussed in 
column 36, lines 32 et seq.; figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type and capture time); a 
sensing step of sensing an image in accordance with the sensing condition along with 
the sensing time information stored at the storing step (column 36, lines 32 et seq.; 
figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type and capture time); and wherein said setting means 
can set arbitrarily at least one of a start time of image sensing to be executed at a 
predetermined timing, time intervals of the image sensing, a condition for determining 
whether or not the image sensing is performed when a signal is input from a sensor, a 
condition for determining whether or not the image sensing is performed when a sound 
level input from a microphone is equal to or higher than a predetermined level, and a 
condition for whether or not the image sensing is performed when an image sensing 
button is pressed (column 36, lines 32 et seq.; figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type and 
capture time). 

However, Enright et al. fails to teach a converting step of converting format of the 
sensing time information into text data format for specifying the sensing time information 
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with converted text data; and an electronic mail creating step of creating an electronic 
mail to which the converted text data are added as a part of electronic mail text 
message, wherein the converted text data are separated from the sensed image; and 
wherein said converting step edits the sensed image and the converted text data in 
such a way that the converted text data are represented as a title of the electronic mail. 
SAKURAI, on the other hand teaches a converting step of converting format of the 
sensing time information into text data format for specifying the sensing time information 
with converted text data; and an electronic mail creating step of creating an electronic 
mail to which the converted text data are added as a part of electronic mail text 
message, wherein the converted text data are separated from the sensed image; and 
wherein said converting step edits the sensed image and the converted text data in 
such a way that the converted text data are represented as a title of the electronic mail. 

More specifically, SAKURAI teaches a converting step of converting format of the 
sensing time information into text data format for specifying the sensing time information 
with converted text data; and an electronic mail creating step of creating an electronic 
mail to which the converted text data are added as a part of electronic mail text 
message, wherein the converted text data are separated from the sensed image; and 
wherein said converting step edits the sensed image and the converted text data in 
such a way that the converted text data are represented as a title of the electronic mail 
(paragraphs 0033 - 0034). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of SAKURAI with the 
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teachings of Enright et al. because in column 0034 SAKURAI teaches that the contents 
of the e-mail are understood at a glance without actually viewing the image, and the 
image can be arrayed in a short time. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to USMAN KHAN whose 
telephone number is (571)270-1131. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Mon-Fri 6:45-3:15. 

8. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Jason Chan can be reached on (571) 272- 
3022. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Usman Khan/ 
Usman Khan 
05/01/2009 
Patent Examiner 



/Jason Chan/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



